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BULGARIA

Geography

B EUROPE

. . B BULGARIA
Geographic location: "

Bulgaria is situated in the Soudastern part of Europe. |
constitutes 2% of the territory of the Old continent aB@% of
the territory of the Balkan peninsulaith an area of 111 000
km2.

Bulgaria has an extremely strategic geographic position, be
situated on the crossoad between Europe, Russia, the Midd
East & North Africa.

Neighboring countries:

North: Renania

East: Black sea

South: Turkey, Greece
West Macedonia, Serbia

Climate

Bulgariais at the border betweenthe temperateandthe Mediterranean climatic areas.

In the northern parts of the country, the climate is temperate, whilst in the southern parts the climate is pervasive
influenced by the praxnity of the Mediterranean sea.

In winter, the average temperature {§, -2 CQan summer, the average temperature is +20, +22 C

Due to the favorable climatic conditions, Bulgaria is a-tbatist destination on the Balkan peninsula. During the
summer time it attracts tourists from all over Europe with its magnificent beaches. From December to end of Marc
tourists can enjoy winter sports across the country.

Agro-food industry

Due to the favorable climatic conditions, Bulgaria is one of the biggestfagdoproducers on the Balkans:

-prE: 2F AGA GSNNARAG2NER Aa OflaaAFASR a aflryR F2NJ F AN
-cH: 2F GK2aS pr: NB O2y&aARSNBR a alFNoftS I yRE

- 1,6% of those 62% are dedicated to vine growing

Bulgaria is primarily specialized in:

- Crops & ereals growing (wheat, barley, rye, oats, etc.)

- Sunflower & tobacco

- Fresh vegetables & fruit orchards

- Rose & lavender plantations

- Vine growing
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VINE GROWING & WINE MAKING IN BULGARIA

Overview

.dzf A NR I Qa Of AYE (S legréwing. The huimerdudliBouriiaih @afded oBsyfuct Aggealand Adfiatic
climatic influences. What is interesting is that the impact of the Black Sea is limited to the eastern part of the coun
due to the mainly western winds. That is why, the Bulgarianatérs slightly cooler than the one in south of France and
central Italy which are, otherwise, at the same latitude. According to the different climatic and soil characteristics, the
are five main wine regions in Bulgaria: Northern Region, Eastern Re&ubnBalkamegion, Southern Region, South
West Region.

I oAl 2F KA&AG2NEX

w *AYS ANRgAYA 9 G6AYS YIF1AYy3a INBE SYOSRRSR Ay (GKS f A7
of present Bulgaria:

- The ancient Thracians, the oldesvilization on the Balkans, were one of the first people to cultivate grape and
produce wine. They worshiped the god of wine and festivities, Dionysus. The cult for the wine god is still present in
Bulgarian folklore and in some parts of the courdinpund the Greek border, the Dionysus festivities are celebrated
every year in winter time.

- The Byzantines & the Romans who occasionally crossed the territories of Bulgaria were also beguiled by the subtle
Bulgarian wine.

- The development of vitidture in the region was further boosted when in 864 AD medieval Bulgaria was converted t
Christianity.
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w Ly AGa KAaAG2NES ¢KS . dzf 3 NRabhgs: 6 Ay S AYyRdzaGUNE KI R (¢

- The 5century Ottoman yolk (1393878): During the Ottman yolk, vine growing was banned by the Muslims due to
religious reasons. Nevertheless, the Bulgarian culture & traditions were preserved by the Christian monks, hidden in
monasteries up in the mountains. The religion, the language & the wine makigigion were passed from generation

to generation far away from the eyes of the invaders.

- During the Communist regime (19441989): the Bulgarian wine industry was a statenopoly. The production was
guantity rather than quality orientated in ordéo satisfy the huge demand coming from the USSR.

With the democratization period in the beginning of the 90s, Bulgaria started strivingaffima its name on the world
wine mapas a prestigious wine producer.

The wine industry nowadays

w Ly igdiep applieddior a European Union membership which necessitated to adjust itatlegisccording to
that of the EU25 at the time. Thipolitical & legislative transformation had an imminent positive impact on the wine
industry in the country.

w ¢ KbSequént preaccessioffund programs, like SAPARD and PHAR gave new direction for the Bulgarian wi
industry. Many local producers and foreign investors started developing their projects for modern wineries in tt
country, based on Western models (priritaiFrench).

w al y eto-@id dizé Wwineries with own vineyards spread across the country which are now spreading the fame
the Bulgarian wine around the world.

w 9ELRNILY
- More than 50% of the production is exported

- The biggest markets for bibéd Bulgarian wine are Russia, Poland and the UK



m Bulgarian Wine Industry JSC

BULGARIAN WINE INDUSTRY

. OVERVIEW

Key numbers

wCastra Rubra winery: one of the leagliwineries in Bulgaria
wBlack Rock winergur new jewel

wBulgarian Wine Industry a symbol of qualityand excellence on the Bulgarian wine market with two statethe-art
wineries, Castra Rubra wineand Black Rock Winery

wVineyards250haown vineyardwith 15 different grape varietieand 300 ha 40 years old cooperative vineyards under
our control

wProdO G A 2y  O8000 00kaitlésper Fear
wSales per geography:

- Domestic market sale85% of total volumes

- Exports:65% of total volumes

wSales per distribution channels:

- On Trade65% of total volumes

- Off Trade35% of total volumes

wTurnowr in 2015 (sinc&eptembe): EUR 500000.00
wEstimate turn over in 201&EUR $00000.00
wLocation:

Castra Rubra winery was found in 2006 in the village of Kolarovo, situated in thecgmithl part of Bulgaria, the best
wine region of the country

BlackRock winery is the newest winery within our company and wasfjonishedfor vintage 20151t is also situated in
the village of Kolarovo.

w Climate: The regioris characterized by a temperate continental climate with fruitful, weltaining soB. It is
conducive to reeverities growing.

[I. THE WINERIES
wHistory:

Our wineriesare located in the soutleasternpart of the Thracian valley. A crassmd for many civilizatios the valley

is a place where the winmaking traditions have been floghing for centuriesOne of ourwinery is called after a
recently excavateeByzantine fortresg, Castra Rubra (frorhatind ¢ KS wSR / Fadt S¢é0d ¢KS ¥
5 A | 3 2 ¢d niythiéaEtrade road, connecting Rome with Constantinople. TaglayA | 5 A 32y I f dn& €
off  AaG NI wdzoNIsQa Ffl IAKALI gAyS
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wArchitecture:

Both winerieswere designed by the architect Todor Obreshkov. The buildinGastra Rubrpays tribute toits origins
and represents a modern interpretation of a Z&ytine fortress. The winery is a nationwide benchmark both
aesthetically and technologicalllack Rock winery is designed so thereninimum interventioron the grape during
the wine making process.

Thedesign as well as the equipment corresportalthe
highest sandards in the industry with:a

- Platformfor grape reception

- Fermentationbuilding

- Winedeposit cellar

- Cellarfor wine maturation and bottling

- Administrativebuilding

- TwoVIP guest houses
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1. THE VINEYARDS

w ¢KS @AaySel NRay

Bulgarian Wine Industry JSC 10 ha own vineyard and 300 ha 40 years old
cooperative vineyards under our contrdlhe predominant types are red ones

due to the temperate continental climate and the higmier of sunny days
peryear.

- International red verities: MerlotCabernet Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon,
Malbec, Syrah, Pinot NgiBangiovese, AlicanBouschet.

- Local red varieties: Ruband Mavrud

- International white varieties: Sauvignort B y O3> { | dz@A 3y 2y
Chardonnay, Pinot Gris, Viognier

© GCKS t4HoaNING2 B (KS OAYySE8ENRaE sKSNB
cultivated. The purpose of this venture is to determine which varieties best devel
in the respectiveclimatic conditions. This is crucial for the success of the Castra R
wines.
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IV. THE WINEMAKING PROCESS

The technology

Step 1¢ the vineyards

wNarrowtrack vine growing:

b the vines are planted according to the scheme 1,8 mto 1 m
b which guarantees around %00 plants per hectare

b supported by 1170 acacia poles per hectare

wBiological production

b Since 2010, Castra Rubra is in a transition period to v
biological productiorand since vintage 2013 all our vineyards are |
bio-certified.

Step 2¢ the harvest period
wThe grapes reception:

b Castra Rubra is choosing the best grapes which is a key step to
obtaining excellent wines.

b Selection of the grapes begin in the vineyavdsere only the

best are picked, feer that we receie the grapes in the winery
where grapes are selected again by hand on sorting ,lities

grapes are cooled down with dry ice to aroun/@ / St & A d
order to stop the natural process of fermentation outside the
vinificators.

bt During the harvest perih Gistra Rubra processes aroudd
000tons ofgrapes.

Step 3¢ the vinification

wThe fermentation process in Castra Rubra is done in three
different types of vinificators:

b Stainless steel fermentators: 15 cubic meters in volume, used
for the major part of the harvest

L2 22RSY QGAYATAOFIG2NRY dzaSR T2
best grapes. This technology allows for tighter control over the
processes and for a direct contact with the oak from the very
beginning.

b Barrel fermentatio: It is done irFrench oalbarrels of 225 L.

Castra Rubra is usingak barrels from different French
manufacturers as an insurance against bad harvest coming from
one oak producer.

wThe vinificatiorg a 3 step process that last tless than 2 maths:
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b Maceration: a process during vdhi the liquid phase & the soligarts are in contact without fermenting. Usually it
takes between 5 to 10 days. However, a period of 15 to 20 days is required for the best grapes.

b Fermentation: the conversion of sugarsdlcohol by yeast takes around 6 to 7 days

b Postfermentation adjustment: a process during which the fermentiegiid phase & the solid partare in contact.
CtKA&d A& GKS GAYS 6KSy GKS ay2asSé¢ 2F GKS 6AYyS Aa ¥F2NX
V. THE TEAM

w ¢KS LISNA 2 yhese Wires addNgbiides $1@ teaiin of young
oenologists of Castra Rubra Winery is Michel Rolland, the most
significant representative of the contemporary wine world.

w aAOKSt w2fflyR Aa y2i 2yfteée (KS | zZt G|
also the guru of alhodernthinking winemakers

w | A& -basedFoBslltirs practice has over 100 clients across

MH O2dzyGiNASasx AyOfdzZRAy3d = AyOQf dzRAY 3 ~ 017 St dz
{S22dzNJ . S02i(=x | KIGSkdz [ Fad2Yo6Sa ‘ : \
w | A& GSIY foulyolds antakitedl Bendogists Plamena o

7 ks

Kostova Anton Dimitroy Plamen Tanchev and Denitza Kabzeyv

Enthusiastic and amtidus, they are the new hope ddulgarian wine R
industry. &

VI. THENINES

The company is specialized in the production of high quality red wines ighdjhality white wines in the three main
categories; entry level wines, middle level wines and special wines.

w entry level wines¢ Saxum Nero Cabernet Sauvignon, Saxum Nero Merlot, Saxum Nero Mavrud, Saxum N
Chardonnay, Saxum Nero Sauvignon Blargtr&Rubra Classic Cabernet Sauvignon, Castra Rubra Classic Merlot, Ca:c
Rubra Classic Chardonnay, Castra Rubra Classic Sauvignon Blanc

w YARRT S ¢ivia Bi&onalig, Mgti8yaCock, Dominant, Zahir

w aLISOXKF Tt aa Ny Swdzo NI INimbaz®yrah REMiBNONIMmbusPiddt Moir Premium
VIl. AWARDS

2010

Decanter World Wine Awards 2010 San Francisco International Wine

Competition 2010
Castra Rubra 2007Bronze Medal

Nimbus Pinot Noir 2008 Bronze Medal Castra Rubra 2007Silver Medal
Selections Mondiales Des Vins 2010 Via Diagonalis 2007 Silver Medal
Pinot Noir 200&; Silver Medal
Castra Rubra 2007Gold Medal Telish TTT Lux (TAU, Cabernet Sauvigndierlot)
Nimbus Rubin & Meok (Pendar) 2008 Gold Medal 2007¢ Silver Medal
Via Diagonalis 2007 Silver Medal Nimbus Rubin & Merlot (Pendar) 20§@®ronze Medal

Via Diagonalis 2008Bronze Medal
Telish TTT Sangiovese & Merlot 2@@onze Medal







